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the tour of the globe, and enlist all the nations in the interests
of British trade-supremacy.. As soon as the shrewd manu-
facturers perceived this hidden purpose of the free trade
doctrine, the movement strengthened irresistibly, until the
leading statesman of the moment, Robert Peel, could no
longer restrain it.

" Although Peel, as the son of a rich cotton-spinner who
had risen by his industry and sagacity, himself belonged
to the middle classes, he did not in the least share Cobden's
view of life. Like his father, to whom the working classes
always remained grateful for countless proofs of practical
humanity, he always stood high above the class-selfishness
of the manufacturers. He grew up in the convictions of
the Tory party, of the High Church, of the old-fashioned
solid classical education, and he saw in Pitt the ideal states-
man ; this calm, deliberate, cautious man seemed a born
conservative. Yet fate assigned to him the role of a
reformer. The rapidly changing times forced him again
and again to examine carefully the views of his party; and
as soon as he saw that they were no longer adapted to the
welfare of the country, he stood up constantly, with high
moral courage, for what he had recognised as a new truth,
regardless of the disapproval of his old friends, regardless
of that narrow party-convention known as ' ethics of party/
Rarely has a statesman changed his opinion so often on
great political questions, without ever being untrue to
himself. Even as a young man, Peel ventured in Parliament
to contradict his own father, the authority by whom he had
always been guided, and to support the resumption of
cash-payments by the Bank of England. Then, like
Wellington, he recognised the necessity for the emancipation
of the Catholics, hitherto contested by all the Tories; and
he defended this reform, which opened the way for all the
democratic innovations of the next decade. The Reform
Bill, however, he opposed obstinately to the very end ; but,
when the decision came that the middle classes were'to be
admitted into the House of Commons, he could no longer